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A Claufe of Mr. SEATON's Will, 
Dated OSf. 8. 1738. 

/* Give my Kijlingbury Eftate to the Unlverjuy of Cambridge 
''■ for ever: the Rents of which fhall be difpofed of yearly by the 
Vice-Chancelhr for the time beings as he the Vice-Chancellor^ the 
Mafler of Clare- HalU and the Greek Profejforfor the time beings 
or ary two of them fhall agree, Which three perfons aforefaid Jhall 
give out a SubjeBy which SubjeSi fhall for the firfl year be one or . 
other of the PerfeSHons or Attributes of the Supreme Beings andfo 
the fucceeding Tears, till the SubjeSl is exhaufied-y and afterwards 
the SubjeBi fhall be either Death, "Judgment, Heaven, Hell, Purity 
of Heart, &c. or whatever elfe may be judged by the Vice-Chancellor, 
Mafier of Clare-Hall, and Greek Profejfor, to be mofl conducive to 
the honour of the Supreme Being and recommendation of Virtue. 
And th^ fhall yearly difpofe of the Rent of the above Eflate to that 
Mafier of Arts, whofe Poem on the SubjeB given Jhall be beji 
approved by them. Which Poem I ordain to be always in Englijhi 
and to be printed ; the expence of which Jhall be deduBed out of 
the produB of the Eflate, and the rejidue given as a reward for 
theCompofer of the Poem, or Ode, or Copy ofVerfes. 

WE the underwritten, do affign Mr. SEATON*^ 
Reward to J.LETTICE, M. A. for his Poem on 
THE CONVERSION of St. PAUL; and direft the 
faid Poem to be printed, according to the Tenor of the Will. 

«j y, Barnardifion Vice-Chan. 

1 764!^' ^- ^' (?^^^tf r^ Mafter of Clare-HaU* 

M. Lort Greek Profeflbr. ^ 
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POETICAL ESSAY* 



** "V^HES —gentle Shade (Heaven on thy bounty 

" X fmile!) 

** The libVal Purpofe of thy glowing Heart 

" Breaths nought fev^ Peace, Religion, and the Love 

** Of (acred Verfe. Thou woo'ft the myftic Pow'rs 

" That frame fweet Numbers to the golden Lyre, 

** To fly thofe turbid Regions, where, contemn'd 
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6 THE CONVERSION 

" The chafter Honours of poetic Lore, 



** Long have they chanted to the frantic Voice 

** Of civil Difcord, and fraternal Rage 

" Refponfive. May tl^ gen'rous urgent Call 

" Allure the Wand'rers to Cam^s hallow'd Groves, 

** Once more to fill thefe much-neglefted Shades 

Such Anfwer from the Voice of Fancy flow*d. 
As late, methought, fome'Vifion's airy Charm 
Call'd to my View the venerable Shade 
Of SeI^toH, ttatrch'iartien^g that the Nftrfe - 
Regardlefs of th* exalted Province, erft 
Afferted with fuch jealous Care, fhould yield 
Her Lyre divine, her h^h enchanting Strain*. 
To Spleen, Revenge and unrelenting Hate, 
The baleful OiFspring of difaftrous Times. 

Come then, Jweet Chantrefs of celeftial Airs! 
Infpire thy fuppliant Vot'ry, whilft he fings 
The M^n of Tarfus, from Gamaliel's Feet 
Rais'd to the Converfe of the living God. 

^ How 
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OFSt.PAUL. 7 

How thick that Cloud! that Darknefs how profound f 
Wbidi o*er the mental Sight blind Prejudice 
Sulpends, impervious to the brighteft Rays 
Of moral Evidence. Ah zealous Saint! 
Had Hcav n to Thee vouch(af *d no ftronger Light 
To guide thy devious Foot-fteps through the Gloom 
Of Elrroi^ Maze, long as the vital Stream 
Had warm'd thy dauntlefs Heart, the fwelling Pride 
That Nature gave, th' unconquerable Rage 
Of Jewifii B^otry, the callous Senfe 
Deaf to the Charmer Reaibn*s Call, fo lotig 
Had chained to Earth thy captivated SquL 
But — Gracious Pow'rs! ^vhat Burft of blazing Light! 
Lo ! wheie th' effij^ent Streams of purer Day, 
SurpafSng he the Radiance of the Mom 
FirjQ: rifii;^ o'er the Bow'rs of Paradife, 
Spring from HeavVs azure Canopy! And hark! 
Some Voice tremendous, like the fearful Roar 
Of ruffling Catara£b, pervades the Air — 
** Saul! Saul! what Madnefs lifts thine impious Arm 
** To brave th' Omnipotence of Heav n? ForI)ear 

** Rafli Mortal! Check thine unavailing Rage, 
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8 THE. CONVERSION 

** Nor longer with eternal Adamant f 
" Wage fruitlefs War. What? Can an Infe6i*s Sting' 
« Rift the firm Oak? Or (hall the Lion fell 
** A recreant Vi£Um to the timid Lamb? — 
** With RevVence wait the high Behefts of Heav*n j 
** And know, proud Reptile! 'tis that Sov reign Pow'r, 
** Th' immortal God thy Fury braves, whofe Voice 
** Arrefts thine Ear." Soon as the firft Alarm, 
That lock'd each Senfe in dumb Aftonifhment, 
Hadceas d, the proftrate Seer, with trembling Tongue, 
The heav'nly Vifion fearftilly addrefs'd-^ 
** O! Source divine of Love and Goodnefs! loft 
** In the wild Tranlports of th* impaflion d Soul, 
** Terror, Remorfe, Hope, Gratitude and Joy 
By turns triumphant o'er each captive Thought, 
What (hall I fpeak, or how be iilent? Deign,' 
Eternal iSpirit! to declare thy Will : 
** Say, why vouchfaf 'd thy Prefence, why difplayd 
« Thy Glories to a Reptile of the Duft?**' 
He ceas'd The Voice celeftial thus reply'd 

+ 'A^ofteanrx vmiiv — carried with it, among the Antients> the »fame 
proverbial Import as — irfes .ri %tn^ Kcdit^m. 

*f Arife 1 
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OF St. PAUL. 9 

** Arife! to fair Damafcus' Walls purfue 
'* Thy deftin'd Courfe; there ftiall the deep Decrees 
** Of Heav n, e'er long, to thine illumin'd Senfe, 
** Unclouded fliine." Obedient rofe the Seer 
Of God high-favour'd j but behold ! his Eyes 
Plung'd in the Torrent of th' empyreal Blaze 
To dreary Night confign'd. Th' obfequious Train, 
The Partners of his fell vindiSive Zeal, 
Speechlefe with Horror, guide his painful Steps 
To the fam'd City. Three long tedious Days 
An Exile from the chearful Sun, no Food, 
No Draught refrefliing to his Wants fupply'd, 
There did he ponder, in his chearlefs Bread, 
The Mazes of th' Almighty's Will. Three Days 
Expir'd, by Heav n's propitious Guidance led, 
Arriv'd the Minifter of Light, He fpoke 
The magic Word of Faith; and inftant fell 
The Vail of Darknefs from the Zealot's Eye. 
Once more the vivid Splendor of the Sun 
He faw, and thus pour'd forth th' extatic Joy 

Hail bleffed Orb! aetherial^Brightnefs hail! 

Welcome! the genial Luxury of Light; , 
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lo THE CONVERSION 

" Thrice welcome it's Return ! But Oh! what Word? 

** Shall hail the Day-fpring of immortal Truth ! 

** What Words can paint the Radiance of her Beams 

♦* Firft darting on the Soul! Purg^ the thick Film 

** Of Jewifti Ignorance from Reafon^s Eye, 

** Now ftand reveal'd the wife, the wond rous Schemes* 

** Of Providence. I fee, confefs, adore 

** The Miracle of Mercy, Grace and Love, 

** Vouchfaf 'd Man's guilty Race, vouchfaf 'd e*en Mef 

Th' enraptur'd Convert ceas d. The facred Lymph^. 
Myfterious Prelude of regenerate Life? 
Confirmed th' aufpicious Change. Faith, Fortitude^ 
Light-winged Hope, and the cherubic Throng, 
That, with the dudlile Spirit of the Soul 
Congenial, ftill attend on Virtue's Paths, 
HovV ing around Heav n s fav rite Profelyte, 
Fix on his Breaft their adamantine Seal. 

, . Each holy Rite perform^, the zealous Saint 
Pour*d from his Tongue fpontaneous the Stream 
Of Eloquence and Infpiration. , Lo! 
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OFSt.PAUL. II 

The gazing Synagogue, in wonder wrapt, \ 

Devour his pregnant* Speech. Th' inftruftive Sage 

With fimfJe Stile, deliberate Addrefs 

And nervous Argument, now vindicates 

The great Meffiah, Now with Words that live, 

With Thoughts that burn, the laft tremendous Day, 

Expiring Nature and the Doom of Man 

He thunders on the Soul. Sin's ghaftly Front, 

Her Shape deform'd, the Poifbn of her Touch, 

Behind Her Vengeance with eternal Fire 

He next defcribes. Affrighted Confcience Vakes; 

The Murd'rer ftarts aghaft! th' Oppreflbr groans 5 

Th' Adulterer trembles, and the Harlot weeps. 

What Heart fo pure, fo innocent of Vice, 

But (hudder'd there.^ — Now with mellifluous Tongue, 

He fooths the Scorpion-fting of confcious Guilt. 

Behold ! each faded Countenance relum'd 

With Hope and Gladnefs, whilft the chofen Saint 

Unfolds the Myft Vies of redeeming Love, 

Of Grace and Mercv infinite, difplays 

The high Rewards of Penitence and Life 

Reformed, the Freedom of the Chriftian Yoke 



12 THE CONVERSION 

Avers, and teftifies th* eternal League 
Twixt Happinefe and Virtue. Now to crown 
The Preacher's Taflc, with fweet perfuafive Phrafe, 
He wins th' enchanted Auditors to Peace, 
Long-fufF'ring, Gentlenefs and focial Love, 
The godlike Spirit of his Matter's Laws! 

Was this the hot vindiftive Pharifee? 
O ftrange Converfion! This th' impetuous Saul, 
That late dire Menaces and Slaughter breath'd? 
Was this, fage f Prieft, the Minifter of Wrath 
Fix*d by the dreaded San£Uon of thy Power 
To hurl Perdition on the rifing Church ? 
What? Were thofe Hands, now lifted up to Heav n 
To blefs Man's great Redeemer, once imbrued { 
In the pure Blood of liis devoted Saints, 
And confecrated Martyrs? Wondrous Change f 
But what can check that all-controuling Power, 
Who turns the Courfe of Nature at his Will 5 
Whole Word was Med'cine to the Sick, whofe Call 

t The high Prieft of Jerufalenu 

X'Og TtivTip) Tno o^of ISiu^ei ixf' 6u»»T0Vt &C. ui£fs ch. xxii. V. 4. 

Awoke, 
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OF St. PAUL. 13 

Awoke the Grave's cold Tenants, whofe firm Step 
Trod the foft Surface of the Ocean, whilft 
His potent Voice bad the curl'd Waves fubfide. 
And hufli'd the Wind's wild Uproar into Peace ? 

Behold! th' illuftrious Q)nvert now invades 
The Reign of Gentile Darknefs. See! appall'd 
Black Superftition, with her baleful Throng 
Of felf-bred Fears, and unembodied Forms. 
That haunt Defpair, the foul unholy Train 
Of molten Idols and fantaftic Gods 
Shrink at his Prefence; like the fleeting Shades 
Of fullen Night, when firft Hyperion's Orb 
Scatters it's purple Radiance o'er the Skies. 
Nor long the Majefty of Jove fupreme 
Withftood the Thunder of the Preacher s Tongue, 
Totter d his Throne, his golden Sceptre fell 5 
Nor more Olympus trembled at his Nod. 
No longer fmoak'd his odoriferous Shrines 
With Frankincenfe and Myrrh, the fragrant Breath 
Of Araby J nor bleeding Hecatomb 
Diftain'd his blufliing Altars. Solemn Praife 
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t4 TH]E COJSrVERSION 

And Pray rs devoutly breath'd, the Tears, the Sighs 

Of penitential Grief^ the broken Heart 

Now form'd the Gentile's purer Sacrifice 

To the true God. -rThc philofephic Lore 

Of learned Athens funk e'er long, eclips'd 

By Truth^s refiftlefs Blaze. ' The vain Parade 

Of empty jargon and unkneaniog Forms 

No longer won the proititiited Praife 

Of wond'rtng Greece, The Stoic s fond Pretence 

Was urgy no more ; die boafted Apathift 

Confefs'd the Strength of Nature own'd the Power, 

The Ufe of PaiBon, deign d to feel himfd^ 

And fympathize the Miferies o£ Man. 

Nor long the Di£):ates of thy fenfual Mind 
Alliir'd th' unwary Step of Youth to Sin, 
Lafcivious fSophift! Thy Difciple erft 
That quafFM the luicious Sweets of Circe's Cup, 
Hung on the Siren's fafcinating Tongue, 
And thrilPd with Tranlport at the Harlot's Smile, 
Now fighs for Pleafores which no Eye hath feen, 

t Epicurus. 
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. . OF St.PAUL. 

No Ear hatHiieard, nor mortal Heart conceiv'd* 
No more he babbles of thy foolifh Dreams 
Of felf-concurring Atoms, and blind Chance 
Omnipotent: where'er he turns his Eyes,. 
Amazed he traces^ thro' each wondrous Scene^ 
The Hand of Providence, Each Attribute 
That points th' Almighty Parent of the World 
To Man*s Conceptions, legibly portrayed 
On Nature's Page, th'^enlight'ned Convert fees^ 
And as he views, his elevated Breaft, 
With inextinguiffiable Ardor, bums 
For Truth, for Life and Immortality. 
Where'er the Preacher rollcl the powerful Tide 
Of Inlpiration, from each fabled Haunt 
Foul Error fled, whether the Roman School, 
Or Attic Portico her Prefence held 5 
Or the dark Inmate of the Pagan Shrine, 
She heap'd vain Incenfe to fome Idol-God. 



Of may thofe living Oracles of Light, 

That boaft the Sandlion of thine hallowM Pen, 

Illuftrious Convert I o'er each gloomy Land, 
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i6 THE CONVERSION, &c. 

Where ftill pale Fear and Superftition reign. 
Spread the rich Treafures of immortal Truth, • 
May the lewd Prophet's Brothel-Paradife, 
Bafe Hope of wretched Ignorance and Luft, 
Allure no more the Pilgrim's weary Step 
To Mecca's Walls : no longer Fohi s Name 
Ufurp the proftrate Adoration, due ' • 

To God alone : nor more th' unconfcious Sun 
Provoke the trembling Indian s fruitleis Vow. 
But may one Mind, one Faith, one Hope, one God 
Unite the fcatter'd Progeny of Man. 



"THE END. 
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